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LA CAl'iADA'S HOLLY STONER was honored as the 
Rio Hondo League's top pitcher. 

Tim Berger I La Canada Valley Sun 

LA edADA'S EMILY TINKHAM was named the Rio 
Hondo League Mos~ Valuable Player. 

League dominance 
extends into awards 
BY ANDREW J. CAMPA 

With a league winning 
streak at 20 games and 
counting, the La Canada 
High softball team has 
taken firm ownership of 
the Rio Hondo League. 

Softball: La Canada players earn Rio Hondo League MVP. 
top pitcher honors along with six additional selections. 

The Spartans captured 
their second straight 
league crown this past 
season and enjoyed the 
spoils from such success 
as sophomore Emily Tin­
kham was named the Rio 
Hondo League Most Valu­
able Player and junior 
Holly Stoner was tabbed 
the league most valuable 
pitcher. 

La Canada added two 
first-team selections to 
the league awards list, 
along with three picks on 
the second team and one 
honorable mention. 

La Canada enjoyed a 
fruitful regular season as 
the Spartans finished 17-5 
and 12-0 in league as they 
ran roughshod through 
Rio Hondo competition. 

The one drawback 
came in the postseason, 
however, as the Spartans 
were upset in the first 
round of the CIF South­
ern Section Division N 
playoffs, 8-5, against visit­
ing Arroyo EI Monte on 
May 18. 

"We had a very good 
year and I'm proud of the 
accomplishments of this 
team," La Canada coach 
Chuck Gunter said. "We 
had a tough first-round 
loss, but I don't think that 
takes away from the over­
all success." 

Tinkham, a second 
baseman and NO.3 hitter, 
batted .441 in 12 league 
games with an amazing 
1.495 on-base plus slug­
ging percentage that in­
cluded four home runs, 
20 runs and 16 runs bat­
ted in (only league stat­
istics were provided by La 
Canada). 

"I was really surprised 
and excited to win the 
award," said Tinkham, a 
first-team pick in 2016. "I 
didn't think I was going to 
get it because there are so 
many deserving players 
on the team. When I 
found out, it was just a 
really great feeling." 

Perhaps there was little 
surprise that Stoner was 
named the most valuable 
pitcher for a second 
straight year. 

The right-hander was 
dominant again in league 
action with a sterling 12-0 
record that included a 
.212 earned-run average 
with 102 strikeouts versus 
only 12 walks over 66 in­
nings. Stoner allowed five 
totals runs, only two of 
which were earned. 

"I'm really excited to 
win it twice and it shows 
that all my hard work dur­
ing the offseason paid 

off," Stoner said. "I defi­
nitely worked on location 
during the summer and 
my conditioning because 
I wanted to become a 
stronger, smarter and bet­
ter player." 

La Canada boasted two 
league first-team selec­
tions in Gillian Arnold 
and Taryn Harris. 

The honor was the sec­
ond straight for Arnold, a 
senior infielder and sec­
ond-teamer last season. 

Arnold hit a team-lead­
ing .474 in 12 league 
games with an on-base 
percentage of .565. Arnold 
added 16 RBI and 11 runs 
along. 

"I've watched her de­
velop since she was 12 
years old," Gunter said. 
"Nothing came natural 
for her. Everything she ac­
complished came from 

See A~ page A6 
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